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HOME DEVOTIONS 


Itis a pious custom to use Lights in the homes before the Statue 
of the Sacred Heart, the Blessed Mother, or one of the Saints. 
We put up Vigil Lights for this purpose in handy packages. 
Write for leaflet, ““‘Home Devotions.” 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO, Inc. 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


BRANCH: 405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 





Attention! Young Men Desiring to Enter a Religious 
Nursing Order, Caring for Male Patients Only 


Hundreds of our Catholic young women dedicate their lives to the service of the sick as 
Sisters of Mercy or Charity, but comparatively few young men heed the call of the Master 
who said, “... I was sick and you comforted Me...” 

Catholic young men, consider the Congregation of Alexian Brothers, — an Order of Lay- 
men who devote their lives to nursing the sick directly, or indirectly by filling other positions 
in a hospital, for which their talents or inclinations best fit them. For particulars address: 


Brother Novice Master, Alexian Brothers’ Monastery & Training School, 
1200 - 1256 Belden Ave. Chicago, Illinois 





LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev.Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses,stiffness of the limbs,faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especial- 
ly on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 





INFORMATION CORNER 


Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads “‘Dec. 
21,” your subscription expired with the December, 1921 issue; if **Mar. 
22,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us ten days 
or so before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable 
to change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 


To Avoid the Loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 15th of the month and send 
both OLD and NEW address. 
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Merits Derived from Meditating on 
the Passion of Christ. 





Blessed Albertus Magnus, Louis of Granada, Martin Cochem, and others 
say, that a person, who reflects with compassion, even for a short time, on the 
passion of Christ, merits more, than another, who without remembering our 
Lord’s sufferings, scourges himself unto blood, fasts upon bread and water, or 
recites the entire psalter. 

Tauler, one of the greatest ascetics of the middle ages, says: “Once when 
a venerable servant of God asked our Lord, what a man would merit, who ex- 
ercised himself devoutly in meditating upon his passion, Christ answered: ‘By 
such meditation he merits: — 

1. To be cleansed from his sins. (Mortal sins must be confessed.) 

2. That all his negligences be made good by the merits of my sufferings. 

3. Tobe strengthened so that he will not easily be overcome by his enemies. 


4. That my grace will be renewed in him, as often as he reflects on my 
sufferings. 


5. That I refuse him nothing that is profitable, if he earnestly ask for it. 
6. That I lead him to perfection before his death. 


7. That I assist him in his last hour, protect him against his enemies, 


and give him an assurance of salvation.” 
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After devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament devotion to the dol- 
orous Passion and death of our Savior is the most excellent and bene- 
ficial of all devotions. Among all forms of devotion to our suffering 
Savior, the Stations of the Cross deserve the first place. There are Chris- 
tians and religious who pray the Stations daily. Persons who cannot 
go to church on account of sickness, distance or old age, ought to make 
this their favorite devotion. : 

To make this possible, we have compiled a beautiful ‘‘Way of the 
Cross,’’ unique in its kind, with fifteen devotion-inspiring pictures. The 
make-up is handsome, the prayers are very touching. Print large and 
plain. — Price only 30 cents. With these stations, even a child may pray 
the Way of the Cross with great spiritual profit. Send in your order 
now, for this devotion should be practiced in every family during Lent. 
Whoever is hindered from attending Holy Mass on Sundays or week days 
may pray the Stations; because the Adorable Sacrifice of the Mass is 
the renewal of the sufferings of Christ. 
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The Infinitely Precious Price of Redemption. 


Continued. 





Power of Holy Mass to Preserve from Sin. 


THOUGH you are clothed in the robe of sanctifying grace, 
you are not thereby secure against future falls. Daily you 
commit numberless faults. At any hour you may easily fall 
deeply, even mortally. “Wherefore, he that thinketh himself 
to stand, let him take heed lest he fall,” says the apostle 
(1. Cor. x. 12). On all sides you are surrounded by dangerous 
foes who, through force or stratagem, seek your ruin. “Be 
sober and watch: because your adversary the devil, as a roar- 
ing lion, goeth about, seeking whom he may devour” (1. Pet. v. 8). 
“The whole world is seated in wickedness” (1. John v. 19); it 
seeks to lure you into its destructive snares, and in your own 
flesh there dwelleth not that which is good (Rom. vii. 18). 

In what great danger you are! How can you stand upright 
and vanquish your enemies? Come to Jesus; He will strengthen 
you. He places various remedies at your disposal, but there is one 
singularly powerful, the devout offering or hearing of Mass. 
Through His bloody Sacrifice on the Cross, Jesus redeemed 
the world, burst asunder the power of hell, drove out the 
prince of this world and acquired for us a treasury of infinite 
merits. Will, then, the renewal of the Sacrifice of the Cross 
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be less terrible to Satan? Will Jesus from the altar strengthen 
you less, that you may stand firm in the combat against your 
enemies and victoriously resist their assaults? . 

Come with confidence, all ye faint-hearted! You may be 
sure of receiving help and protection from the Adorable Sac- 
rifice. Penetrated with the power and strength imparted to 
you in Holy Mass, you will not easily fall into grievous sin; 
you will guard yourself more cautiously against wilful venial 
sins, suppress your evil passions and overcome temptation. 

You may rely on the words of St. Augustine: Anyone 
who assists devoutly at Holy Mass, will not easily fall into 
mortal sin, and venial sins will be forgiven him. 


Holy Mass, a Means to Cancel the Temporal 
Punishment Due to Sin. 


Besides preserving you from falling into sin, you need 
the Divine mercy in still another way. In the tribunal of 
penance, your sins have been forgiven, and the eternal pun- 
ishment incurred by grievous sins, remitted. But there still 
remain the temporal punishments. Divine Justice requires 
that you atone for all, either in this life or in the next. The 
Adorable Majesty most ardently desires that you render 
atonement to His Justice as soon as possible. Considering 
this, how presumptuous and hazardous it is to postpone the 
atonement for faults till you enter the next world! Painful 
and severe is the imprisonment of purgatory. This knowledge 
should certainly urge you to make use of every means to 
cancel your debts while still on earth. Prayer, fasting and 
almsdeeds cancel the temporal punishment of sins; but if you 
are adorned with sanctifying grace and penetrated with a 
lively desire for salvation, you can obtain full remission of 
temporal punishment through the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 


Holy Mass Increases our Merits. 


If you desire to attain to the eternal nuptials with the 
Divine Bridegroom, you must keep the lamp of your soul in 
readiness, and the oil of grace and good works dare not fail. 
But our Divine Savior says, “Without Me you can do nothing” 
(John xv. 5), which means, without the help of His grace you 
can do nothing meritorious for heaven. How earnestly, then, 
should you strive to obtain the necessary graces, to increase 
in virtue, to augment your merits! Opportunities for this are 
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not wanting. The most plentiful fountain of grace is, without 
doubt, Holy Mass. According to the testimony and teaching 
of the-holy fathers, no tongue can express, no human mind 
comprehend, the immeasurable wealth of graces and gifts which 
flow from this mysterious Sacrifice into the hearts of those 
who offer Holy Mass, or assist at it devoutly in the state of 
sanctifying grace. 

Listen to the words of St. Jerome: “There is no’ doubt, 
but that God grants all the petitions we present to Him during 
Holy Mass if they are for our eternal welfare. What is more 
wonderful still, He often gives us favors for which we do not 
ask Him if, on our part, we place no hindrance in the way. 
Holy Mass may be called the sun of the human race, which 
sends its rays over the good and the bad. No soul is so wicked 
but that it may draw from the devout hearing of Mass some 
profit, very often, too, when the soul does not think of it or 
ask for it.” 

Of this we may be certain, he who devoutly takes part 
in the Holy Sacrifice, experiences in fullest measure the effects 
of that infinite Love which immolates itself upon the altar. 
The sinner is reconciled with God, the just becomes more just, 
the saint more holy. 


Come, O Jesus! 





MY POOR SOUL longs for Thee, O Jesus! I need 
Thee. Come and make me happy. Thou alone art my joy, 
my bliss, my love. Come! 

Come, O Jesus, and give me Thy Sacred Body, which the 
Holy Ghost so miraculously formed in the chaste womb of 
Thy pure Mother; the Body which wearied Itself by labor, which 
endured hunger and thirst, heat and cold; which suffered and 
died for me. 

Come, O Jesus, give me Thy Sacred Blood, which coursed 
so holily through Thy veins; which mortal fear and anguish 
pressed out on that awful night in the Garden of Gethsemane; 
the Blood which flowed so copiously under the fearful strokes 
of the scourging, whose last drops, mingled with water, flowed 
from the Wound in Thy side. 

Come, O Jesus, and give me Thy beautiful Divine Soul, 
which for me had so many kind thoughts, so much considera- 
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tion, so much fear and anxiety, and which prayed for me. 

Come, O Jesus, and give me Thy Divinity, which from 
eternity thought of me with infinite love; which made my soul 
according to Its image, and adorned me with priceless graces. 

O Jesus, it is true, and my heart rejoices at the thought: 
Thou art present in the Sacred Host wholly for me! Thou 
gavest me the right to receive Thee, to possess Thee. There- 
fore come, O my good Savior; without Thee I cannot, will not 
live. 

Come, O Jesus! Take up Thy abode within me — or does 
my soul not please Thee more than the tabernacle? It is only 
of steel, or even if it be of marble, it is chilling cold; but in 
my heart there is at least a little love — is there not, good Jesus? 

The ciborium though of gold or silver, is still only cold 
metal. I have at least the earnest desire to adorn my soul 
with virtues. And the perpetual light, it is but a weak little 
flame. Come, kindle within me Thy love, and it will become 
warm in my heart. 

The altar is only transitory. It is merely Thy temporary 
lodging in Thy Eucharistic wandering; I am the goal for which 
Thou dost journey in this Sacrament. With me Thou wishest 
to abide now on earth, and then for all eternity. 

Come, O Jesus! I have so much to tell Thee; so much to 
ask Thy pardon for; so much sorrow and care to reveal to 
Thee! I have enough of the world and all its folly — away 
with it! I must repose an hour with Thee. Thou compre- 
hendest my being, Thou art compassionate and full of love. My 
heart is weary; it seeks a place of repose. It thirsts for love 
because Thou hast created it thus. Oh, do not let it wander 
about amid the temptations of the world. Give me a decided 
will, that will resist all folly of the world and carnal lust. 
Come, abide with me; gladly will I then bid farewell to the 
world. 

Come, O Jesus! I promise that Thou shalt be treated 
hospitably in my heart. I will do away with all wilful sin. It 
is true, my heart is desolate like the stable of Bethlehem, but 
Thou canst fill it with Thyself. I will call Mary, Thy sweet 
gracious Mother; she shall entertain Thee, for, good Jesus, she 
is not only Thy Mother, but also mine. I, too, have claims upon 
her. I, too, rejoice at possessing this good, tender Mother. 

Come, O Jesus! I wish to go to the Father, but not alone; 
Thou must come with me. Thou art now in my heart, Thou 
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art my property. Thou must aid me to acquit myself well of 
my task with the Father. When I speak to the Father, Thou 
must look into His face very lovingly. Thus I will speak: “O 
Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast given me Thy Son. He 
is sufficient for me. O what a glorious Gift! Behold, Jesus 
is mine; I give Him to Thee again; but, in return, Thou, O 
Father, must in love and mercy accept me as Thy child, and 
forgive me all sin and punishment.” 

Come, O Jesus! Remember how the little ones rejoiced 
when they were near Thee; give me such a docile, childlike 
heart. Zaccheus could scdrcely contain himself for joy when 
Thou didst abide with him. Thus it is often with me when 
Thou enterest my heart. Thou art ever loving and patient; 
Thou hast never a reproach. 

With Magdalen I hasten to Thy feet. The wicked enemy 
pursues me also; he knows how weak I am. Behold, if I have 
sinned like Magdalen, I also repent like Magdalen, that I may 
hear those consoling words: Much is forgiven thee because 
thou hast loved much. And John! Oh, could I become such 
a friend of Thy Divine Heart! Come, let me rest upon Thy 
Sacred breast! 

How full of love, how condescending wast Thou toward 
the holy women! Thou knewest their fidelity even to the foot 
of the Cross; how they would not betray Thee, nor desert 
Thee, but how, even in Thy grave, they would visit Thee. Oh, 
that, with equal fidelity I, too, would serve Thee, and comfort 
Thee with docility, contrition and love! Nor may I forget the 
two disciples on the way to Emmaus. I, too, invite Thee: “Lord, 
remain with me, because the night is approaching, come, enter 
and rest in the dwelling of my heart.” 

Come, O Jesus! Today Thou must abide with me. I do 
not know what today will bring me; if joys —I thank Thee 
for them; if suffering, bitter suffering — Thy Holy Name be 
praised; but do not forget that I fear suffering. I do not want 
to suffer but in Thy arms; I do not want to weep, but on 
Thy Heart. 

And tomorrow — if death should come tomorrow? — Oh, 
that I could die as resignedly as our Holy Father, Benedict XV., 
saying with faint voice: if it please the Lord that I labor 
further in His Name, | am ready; if it please Him that my 
work should cease, His holy will be done. Such resignation I 
desire also for myself. Only to one thing I could not reconcile 
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myself: To die without Holy Communion... To fight the last 
struggle without Thee — wrestle with hell without Thee — 
breathe forth my soul without Thee — enter upon eternity 
without Thee! Thou knowest what one suffers in the hour 
of death. Remember the pains Thou didst endure upon the 
Cross, and have mercy on me! Thou hast never forsaken me 
in life, neither wilt Thou forsake me in death, O good and 
faithful Jesus! 

O Jesus, come even now to me in Holy Communion, if not 
sacramentally, at least spiritually; yes, even now while I read 
and ponder this. My soul is well disposed. Give me the grace 
to die on a day on which I have received Holy Communion. 


The Way of the Cross. 





LENTEN TIME is a season specially set apart by Holy 
Church to lead the faithful to compassionate our suffering 
Savior. The easiest means to excite our hearts with pity for 
Our Lord’s Passion is the devotion of the “Way of the Cross.” 

Tradition tells us that the first to make the Way of the 
Cross was the Blessed Mother of Jesus herself. During our 
Lord’s trial, His scourging, His crowning with thorns and 
His condemnation, the Blessed Virgin came as near as possible 
to her Divine Son. On His painful way to Calvary, she em- 
braced Him. During those three long hours of agony, she 
stood beneath His Cross, when all but a few faithful ones 
had forsaken Him. That first Good Friday night, when the 
Sacred Body lay in the sepulchre, the sorrowing Mother tra- 
versed that holy way sanctified by His footsteps and moist- 
ened during the morning with His Precious Blood. It has been 
revealed, that Mary knelt and kissed each spot where a drop 
of her Son’s Blood had fallen. Soon holy persons joined with 
the Mother of Jesus in making this sorrowful way. In early 
Christian times, this little group could be seen daily travers- 
ing the way from Pilate’s hall to the mount of Calvary, ven- 
erating the spots where our Savior had suffered. 

The early Christians instilled into the hearts of their 
little ones a tender compassion for Jesus suffering. They 
would take their children by the hand and show them the 
places where our Lord had suffered. “Here He was scourged; 
here He was crowned with thorns. Here the heavy Cross 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 361 


was laid upon Him; here He fell beneath its weight. Here 
Jesus met His Holy Mother and was consoled by her. Here 
Simon was forced to help Him carry the Cross. . .” Thus the 
memory of the sacred places was indelibly impressed upon the 
minds of the early Christians. 

In the first centuries, no one considered himself worthy 
of the name “Christian” if he did not in person visit the holy 
places sanctified by the bloody footsteps of our Redeemer. 
In the fifth century, St. John Chrysostom wrote, that so great 
was the concourse of pilgrims flocking to the Holy Land, that 
it seemed as though the whole world were hastening thither. 
What untold hardships these pious pilgrims had to undergo 
to make such a journey! They had none of our modern 
conveniences of travel. They were obliged to make the greater 
part of the trip on foot. For many, it took almost a year to 
make this pilgrimage; many lost their lives as a consequence 
of the hardships endured, or in the unseaworthy vessels. 

Once arrived at the Holy Land, these pilgrims reverenced 
the sacred places so highly, that they traversed the way from 
Pilate’s hall to Calvary on their knees, praying fervently, 
shedding tears of compassion, and kissing along the way the 
particular spots which had been reddened with the Precious 
Blood of our Redemption. 


How to Make the ‘Way of the Cross.” 


In order to foster devotion to the bitter Passion of our 
Savior, Holy Church has enriched the pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land with innumerable indulgences. How many persons long 
to visit those sacred places, but are prevented by circumstances! 
Our tender Mother, the Church, is so anxious that all her 
children should share in these high privileges, that she has 
devised means which place the gaining of these countless 
indulgences within the reach of all. Hence, in nearly every 
church are erected the representations of our Savior’s journey 
to Calvary. 

Originally the “Way of the Cross” consisted of twenty-one 
distinct images. They commenced with our Lord’s Agony on 
Mount Olivet and ended with His Ascension into heaven. 
Later, the number was reduced to eighteen. Now, fourteen 
have been universally adopted, commencing with the condem- 
nation of Jesus by Pilate, and ending with His Body being 
laid in the tomb. By performing this devotion of the “Stations,” 
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we can gain as many indulgences as if we actually journeyed 
to the Holy Land and visited the very spots where our 
Redeemer suffered. These indulgences are so numerous, that 
Holy Church does not permit their being counted explicitly. 
One reason for this is, no doubt, because it would probably 
stagger faith, to realize that so many and such priceless indul- 
gences can be gained by a pious exercise taking little more 
than fifteen minutes’ time. All that is necessary is to move 
from one station to the other, and to excite the heart with 
compassion for the sufferings of our Savior. 

To aid you in this devotion, we have compiled a beautiful “Way 
of the Cross,” unique in its kind, with fifteen devotion-inspiring pic- 
tures. The make-up is handsome, the prayers very touching. Print large 
and plain. — Price only 30 cts. With these stations, even a child 
may pray the Way of the Cross with great spiritual profit. Send in 
your order now, for this devotion should be practiced in every family 
during Lent. Whoever is hindered from attending Holy Mass on 
Sundays or week days may pray the Stations; because the Adorable 
Sacrifice of the Mass is the renewal of the sufferings of Christ. 

* OK 
* 


Value of Sufferings: If sufferings did not hurt, would they 
be sufferings? What we should wish for ourselves in trials 
and sufferings, is the strength to bear them patiently. Is it 
surprising that the cross weighs heavily if you do not love it? 
Learn to love it, and you will carry it more easily. The cross 
that we carry for love of Christ, is less heavy. Be convinced 
that, under the cross, you can never be lost. Sufferings draw 
the soul powerfully to God. Patience in sufferings is more 
than to raise the dead to life. Friends of God can not be 
without suffering. 


* * 
* 


Help the Poor Souls. Jesus repeatedly revealed to St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque how near to His Heart are the souls 
of the departed and how desirous He is that His friends on 
earth should help them. Hence, no one on earth is so greatly 
concerned about the release of the holy souls in purgatory as 
Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament, and it is our sacred duty 
to share with Him that loving care. Thus the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world, will prove Himself the 
Good Shepherd of His friends, “and shall lead them to the 
fountains of the waters of life, and God shall wipe away all 
the tears from their eyes” (Apoc. vii. 17). 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 363 


Blessed Nicholas de Flue. 
March 22d. 





A young person, very desirous of salvation, one?day came 
to the blessed hermit Nicholas and asked: “How should we 
meditate on the Passion of Christ? Should we represent; Christ 
as suffering now before our eyes? Should we, so to speak, 
sympathize with Him as if our own brother were suffering 

all this? Or 
should one con- 
sider His Pas- 
sion as some- 
thingof the past 
that Christ has 
already endur- 
ed, and that He 
is now reigning 
in the glory of 
heaven; and 
congratulate 
Him on His tri- 
umph, and re- 
joice that all 
those pains are 
ended?” The 
blessed hermit 
answered : 

“Whichever 

way you do it, 

both are good.” 

. Then he added: 

Blessed Nicholas de Flue. “ForGod knows 

how to make 

each one’s prayer according to his taste, as if he were going 
to a dance.” 

As he spoke thus, his questioner, looked at the man of God 
as if scandalized to hear so venerable a recluse speak of 
dancing. He divined the young person’s thoughts and repeated 
what he had said, adding: “Yes, as if going to a dance. — And, 
on the other hand, the Lord may let him have such difficulty 
in prayer as if he were fighting in battle.” — Prayerful souls 
experience as great a joy in seclusion and converse with God as 
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worldly people experience in the pleasure of dancing. — There 
are times when man must pray with all his strength and energy 
and will: “Lord save us or we perish!” There are times when 
he must cry out from the depths of his heart; as Jesus in the 
Garden of Olives: “Father, if it be possible, let this chalice 
pass from Me; yet, not My will but Thine be done?” 
Happy the person, the religious, who is drawn by the 
Lord to prayer. That isa great, undeserved grace. God gives 
it to those of good will, and who are inclined to recollection 
and earnestness. Rude school boys, or those who spiritually 
behave themselves as such, do not receive precious gems from 
God, because they do appreciate them. The grace of devotion is 
an invaluable gift, and how gladly would the Lord confer this 
— but alas! the grace of devotion is not preserved in the heart. 


St. Gertrude and the Passion of Christ. 


When this seraphic saint occupied her spirit with the suf- 
ferings of Christ she recognized that prayers or readings which 
have the Passion of our Lord for their subject are of infinitely 
greater efficacy than other exercises. “Therefore let it be our 
endeavor,” thus admonishes the saint, “to meditate repeatedly 
on some part of the Passion, that it may become honey to our 
mouth, music to our ears, and a jubilee to our heart.” 

The Lord also encouraged her to bear all sufferings and 
difficulties in union with His Passion, saying: “Whoever unites 
his difficulties and trials with my sufferings, and endeavors to 
imitate My example, he in truth, rests upon My Heart. I will, 
with special graciousness, grant him everything I merited 
through patience and My other virtues.” 

Also the following words of our Lord deserve our earnest 
consideration: “All the testimonies of love, respect and rev- 
erence which are offered to the Image of My Cross will not 
be perfectly acceptable to Me, unless also the example of My 
Passion is imitated.” 


DID YOU EVER read “More Precious than Diamonds”? It treats of the 
human heart, the love of God, the value of sanctifying grace. Within its pages 
you will find the most beautiful and edifying that can be said on subjects so sublime. 
Every heart craves happiness: here you will learn where to seek it. A friend: 
“More Precious than Diamonds” is a source of continual spiritual help and joy to 
me. Price, 10 cents each; $8.00 per 100 





The Month of St. Joseph. 





IT HAS LONG been the praiseworthy custom of pious 
Christians to dedicate the month of March to St. Joseph, the 
foster-father of Jesus Christ and most pure spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin. Since the time that Pope Pius IX. chose St. 
Joseph as patron of the Universal Church, and since Leo XIII. 
and Pius X. by special encyclicals, have so urgently recom- 
mended this devotion, in particular for the month of March, 
the veneration of this great Saint has been more generally 
practiced. 

Indeed, there is scarcely another saint to whom we feel 
more powerfully drawn than to St. Joseph. To him we may 
go with the same confidence and trust as to a tender, loving 
father. We may cling to him and feel as secure as the Child 
which he bears in his arms. And why? Is it not the 
wonderful humility and modesty which distinguishes the Saint 
and which surrounds his virtues, his dignity and his power 
with an exceedingly attractive glory? 

St, Joseph is a glorious model of humility and sanctity. 
He is as mighty ashe seems lowly. He was nota learned man 
of his time, but a simple, common laborer, yet the “Eternal 
Wisdom” was subject to him and revealed to him streams of 
heavenly wisdom. No one, the Blessed Virgin excepted, ever 
drew from It in such abundance. Being truly humble he loved 
silence and seclusion. Humility made him content in his pov- 
erty and lowly station. We could not imagine that St. Joseph 
ever desired to be anything else but the poor carpenter of 
Nazareth, who by the arduous labor of his hands earned the 
daily bread for the holy family whose head God had selected 
him to be. 
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Therefore, dear reader, take St. Joseph for your model. 
Honor him especially by imitating his humility. Be content 
with that state in which God has placed you. Be not blinded by 
earthly splendor. Neither riches nor honors make us truly 
great. We see from the example of St. Joseph that humility 
exalts, and obedience to the will of God makes us happy. 
Perhaps you are oppressed by cares or heavily burdened by 
labor. Behold what a companion you have! With how many 
cares was St. Joseph not oppressed? Was his confidence in 
God ever shaken? And to nourish and support the Son of . 
God and the Virgin Mother was the reward of his labors. 
You may rest assured that the more faithfully you imitate 
his example, the more confidently you may expect his assistance. 

St. Joseph is great and powerful, but he is also full of 
love and willing to help us. If you were to travel the world 
over, everywhere you would hear the eloquent praise of the 
mighty protector of the Catholic Church, who was the foster- 
father of Christ not only during the childhood of Jesus, but 
remains such even today by caring with fatherly kindness 
for even the poorest members of Christ’s mystical body. Go 
to him with confidence, recommend to him all the wants and 
needs of the Church and of her visible head, your own needs 
and those of others and especially the advancement of your 
soul in virtue. If during life you faithfully imitate his vir- 
tues, you will, under his protection, die happily as he did in 
the arms of Jesus and Mary. 


~~ 


St. Joseph’s Powerful Aid in Dangers of Soul. 





Love and veneration for St. Joseph, the patron of families 
and of the Church, is being ever more widely spread and zeal- 
ously practiced in the Catholic Church. St. Teresa contributed 
much thereto, by her writings, and by urgently recommending 
this devotion to all the members of the Carmelite Order. 

Johanna Roeck, a niece of St. John Berchmans, had, from 
her childhood, a special devotion to St. Joseph, and sought to 
instill it into others. Her devotedness was marvelously re- 
warded, as the following instance will prove. 

“In girlhood, Johanna was incomparably beautiful. An 
assistant clerk of her father often saw her, and a consequence 
of his passionate looks was the arousing of impure desires in | 
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his heart. He conceived the godless plan to seduce the maiden 
through cunning or force. Abusing the confidence of Johanna’s 
father, he allowed himself one evening to be locked, unnoticed, 
in the office room. The following day was Sunday, and the 
whole family went to church except Johanna who was now 
seventeen or eighteen years of age, and had to remain to care 
for the house. . 

“All unconscious of the impending danger, Johanna repaired 
to her father’s study. There the tempter waited. Imagine the 
terror and fright of a young, helpless girl! A single look showed 
her the awful danger which threatened her, and from which she 
could be rescued by no human aid. Unable to save herself 
by flight, she knows no way out of the difficulty but to invoke 
her celestial protector. St. Joseph, help me! Help! she cries. 
Behold! As if struck by lightning, the wretch suddenly feels 
his limbs stiffen; his feet remain immovably fixed to the floor, 
his arms sink powerless to his sides, his whole body seems 
paralyzed. ‘You magician,’ he shrieks, ‘what do you intend 
to do with me?” 

“Johanna had recovered from her fright, for she saw her- 
self miraculously protected by her blessed patron. Touched 
with compassion on account of the deplorable condition of her 
would-be seducer’s soul, she begins with gentle, penetrating 
words to bring him toa sense of his godlessness. Her words 
make a deep impression. The man repents and departs with 
a contrite heart. Convinced of the sincerity of his conversion, 
Johanna mentioned not a word to her father of the shameful 
conduct of this man whose innocent victim she was to have been, 

“This incident made the girl realize the snares and dangers 
which beset her in the world. She resolved to make the vow 
of virginity and to enter the convent. In this way she hoped 
to be forgotten by the world. However, it was not so. More 
than once her virtue was put to the test, but each time, thanks 
to God and to her dear protector St. Joseph, she came forth 
victorious and spotless.” 

Devotions to St. Joseph 


A 32-page booklet containing a variety of prayers and devotions 
in honor of this glorious saint. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 





REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 











Why Should We Fear ? 





While St. Louis Bertrand dwelt in the Dominican mon- 
astery of his native town, Valencia, a great sinner came to 
him one day tv confession. Each time the man accused him- 
self of a great sin, he looked up into the face of the confessor 
to observe his expression. To his utter astonishment, he 
noticed that the confessor’s countenance remained unalterably 
pleasant and gentle. The recital of so many and so great 
crimes did not seem to effect St. Louis Bertrand in the least. 
After concluding his accusation, the penitent added, “I have 
one more sin to confess which I have committed right here 
in this confessional.” 

Without the slighest change of expression or bearing, the 
saint indicated to the penitent to continue at leisure. 

“I have rashly judged you, my confessor,” said the man. 
“I just thought that you must be an invalid in the same hospi- 
tal as myself, (equally as great a sinner) otherwise you could 
not have listened so calmly to my sins.” 

Even at this avowal, surely unexpected, the countenance 
of the holy man remained imperturbable. Graciously he re- 
plied: “I am, indeed, a great sinner, and my ingratitude toward 
God is perhaps greater than yours; but from the sins that you 
have confessed, the grace of God has mercifully preserved me. 
I listened to all your sins without indignation, because I con- 
sider your open, contrite accusation a certain sign of earnest 
amendment and of a true spirit of penance. I had no pleasure 
in your sins, but rejoiced at your sincerity. Trué, it grieved 
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me bitterly that the good God had been so basely offended; 
but my joy was greater still to see you, as His lost son, re- 
turn penitent to the Father’s house. Doubtless you recall that 
saying of our Divine Savior: ‘There is more joy in heaven over 
one sinner doing penance, than over ninety-nine just who need 
not penance.’ May I not rejoice with the angels over your 
repentance ?” 

These words completely won the heart of the sinner, and 
he left the confessional totally changed, with the firm deter- 
mination to lead a better life. 





General Confession. 





Frequently we have been requested by our readers to give a 
short, simple instruction on general confession. Now during the 
holy season of Lent is an appropriate time. 

1. What is a general confession? 

It is a confession in which are confessed, not only the 
sins committed during a short space of time, as in an ordinary 
confession, but thé sins of a longer period of life. Usually it 
includes several confessions which have been made previously, 
but which, for certain reasons, are now repeated. Sometimes 
it embraces the space of a few months, sometimes that of one 
or more years, and again the time of one’s whole life. 

2. What is the object of a general confession? 

The object of a general confession is a thorough purification 
. and sanctification of the soul, a more earnest return to God 
and amore sincere amendment for the future. He who looks 
over his calculations and written exercises a second and a 
third time, will easily notice one or the other error. Similarly, 
he who examines his former confessions, may make the same 
experience. Perhaps formerly our examinations of conscience 
were too superficial, so short and hasty that we overlooked 
faults, or did not consider them as grave as they really were. 
Possibly our contrition was not sufficiently earnest, not 
universal and sincere before God... Our purpose of amendment 
may have been weak instead of firm, or our accusation faulty. 
Through our own fault we may have neglected or not com- 
pletely rendered the necessary satisfaction, for example, com- 
pensating damage done, making restitution of ill-gotten goods, 
repairing the good name of another. ; 

Even if all our former confessions have been valid, the 
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benefit of a general confession from time to time, always 
brings a spiritual freshness, and renewed graces to the soul in 
superabundant measure. A room may be cleaned daily, never- 
theless, it is necessary to give it a thorough scrubbing and 
cleaning from floor to ceiling at certain times. Even though 
everything had seemed clean, if we look at the scrub water after 
the general cleaning, we find it quite filthy — a sign that 
much has been removed that had still adhered after the daily 
cleanings. How pleasant it is to live in a room thus cleaned. 

Similar it is with the condition of a soul after a thorough 
cleansing by a general confession. Then the conscience is 
perfectly at peace through the complete settlement which it 
has affected with God, and is amply supplied with grace for a 
sincere return to Him. The joy of God over such a return of 
a soul will be greater, His pardon more liberal, His mercy 
sweeter, and His goodness far more generous than at ordinary 
times. 

3. For whom is a general confession absolutely necessary ? 

General confession is absolutely necessary for all who 
formerly have made a bad confession and have not yet made 
it good. For many, the qualms of conscience may for years 
have been to them a pointer, if in one of the above named 
points it reproves, admonishes and warns. 

Furthermore, a general confession is urgently to be recom- 
mended to such as are very sick or in danger of death, for 
it is all-important that everything should be in the best of 
order for that decisive moment. Likewise, before entering 
upon a new state of life, matrimony for instance, a general 
confession should be made; also during a mission or a retreat. 

However, without serious reasons, one should not insist 
upon a general confession. Scrupulous persons, habitual skep- 
tics and spiritual fault-finders should not make general con- 
fessions unless advised to do so by their confessor. To follow 
his advice and guidance remains for them their first duty. 

4. Finally, how shall the general confession be made? 

If we are convinced of the necessity of a general con- 
fession, we should try to make it to a priest in whom we have 
full confidence, and who we know will treat the matter thor- 
oughly and seriously. As to the time, we should chodse a 
day when there ate few to go to confession, that others may 
not be obliged to wait long for their turn. 

Of course, a genéral confession will require more time for 
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preparation than an ordinary confession. The longer the period 
of time from which we wish to confess our sins, the more 
time is required for reflection, that is for the examination of 
of conscience. Accordingly, it will be advisable to begin some 
time previous to our confession day with the examination of 
conscience, and to pray for the grace to perform the task 
well. A detailed table of sins will be a great help in examining 
our soul with regard to all thoughts, words, deeds and omissions 
toward God, our neighbor and ourselves. 

We first tell the sins committed since dur last confession,’ 
that is, we make an ordinary confession. After all these 
sins have been told, we say to the priest: “Now I also wish to 
make a general confession.” Then we give our reasons for 
wishing to do so, and state the length of time from which we 
wish to confess our sins. If we wish, we may also ask the 
confessor to be so kind as to help us with questions. 

A candid, well prepared general confession brings abun- 
dant consolation, peace of heart, strength of soul, purity of 
conscience, reconciliation with Jesus, strength for virtue and 
reward from God,.the blessing of heaven and celestial joy. 


Twenty-four Hours in the Convent of 
Perpetual Adoration. 


Continued. 





The Printing Department. 


MANY OF OUR SUBSCRIBERS have manifested interest 
in our printing. We shall entertain you this afternoon by 
taking a trip through the printery, the birthplace of “Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory.” As our guide, let us choose this sister 
who is hastening toward a red brick building, separated from 
the convent. “Printing is an unusual occupation for nuns, isn’t 
it?” you ask. “Oh, no,” she answers. “By printing, our com- 
munity is merely carrying out the traditions of our venerable 
Order. Benedictine monks for centuries enlightened and nur- 
tured Europe by their learning. Without the monasteries, all 
the ancient manuscripts would have perished during barbarian 
invasions. What a loss that would have been to history, 
literature and science! The monks preserved them. As copy- 
ists of books and manuscripts, the nuns rivalled the monks. 
We know that St. Gertrude the Great possessed surpassing 
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skill in illuminating missals. In ancient monasteries, the 
‘Scriptorium’ was a hall of solid stone walls, with iron doors 
and windows in which manuscripts could be preserved from 
ravages of fire and barbarians. It was there also that the 
copyists pursued their labors. This was the printing office of 
that epoch. Later, when the art of printing was invented, 
monks and nuns were its staunchest supporters. In fact, nuns 
were the first to establish a printery in Italy.” 

We have now reached the outside door of the building, and 
our entertainer tells us that the printing apartments are on 
the first floor. As we enter the hall and turn to the right, we 
find ourselves in the composing room, spacious and well-lighted 
by seven large windows. Its arrangement has been thought- 
fully planned. Each of the seven double type-stands is con- 
veniently located near a window. Above each stand hangs an 
electric light. 

No linotype machine is to be seen. We think it monoto- 
nous to read page after page of dull linotyped copy with no 
bold type display. From the way our subscribers admire the 
artistic heavy face type in “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” we 
know they agree with us. Even printers compliment the taste- 
ful assortment. 

Now and then the typesetters and proof-readers share 
their troubles. Did you ever stop to think that a typesetter is 
really an “unfortunate”? Of all people in the world, his mis- 
takes are the only ones that multiply! If a doctor makes a 
mistake, he buries his mistake, they say. A lawyer tries his 
case over. But the poor typesetter!—his mistakes are multi- 
plied by the number of impressions made. Often a single error 
would be laughable, but that error multiplied twenty to fifty 
thousand times causes the proof-readers and typesetters to hang 
their heads. For instance, when a sentence is set: “The sweet 
joke of charity imposed upon us,” instead of “the sweet yoke 
of charity imposed upon us,” that sentence will ever remain a 
standing joke to everybody but the typesetters! 

All that goes to make up a composing room will be found 
in this typesetting division of the printery: a proof press, 
paging table, cabinet for the systematic filing of cuts, and other 
conveniences. To this room the manuscripts are brought down 
from the “Vestibule of Heaven.” This name the printers insist 
on giving to the apartments on the second floor where the 
manuscripts originate, ever recalling the expression of a sub- 
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scriber who wrote: “ “Tabernacle and Purgatory is so inspiring, 
it must be composed in the ‘Vestibule of Heaven!’” 


The Pressroom. 


The hum of machinery reaches our ears as we near this 
door which leads to an adjoining room. Take asurvey. Yes, 
it is a real printery, a very large room of north, east and south 
exposure, equipped with up-to-date machinery, run by electri- 
city. You may be surprised that the sisters working in the 
printery wear a neat blue and white uniform over their black 
habit, a belt of which passes over the folds of the long veil. 
This is a precaution against danger, for with loose clothing, 
there would be constant fear of being caught by the belts and 
fly wheels of the different machines. As you glance around 
the room, yqu will see sisters feeding the presses, operating 
the folder, stitchers and cutter. 

Now you will understand how “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
can be printed so carefully on good quality paper at our low 
subscription price. It is because the sisters do the typesetting 
and printing themselves. Otherwise it would be impossible 
to publish such a magazine at so low a rate, for we do not 
care to fill its pages with advertisements, although for many 
periodicals, these prove the main source of income. We realize 
it is solid, elevating reading matter, not advertisements, that 
our subscribers desire to pay for. 

Let us see the wonderful process through which “Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory” passes before it reaches you, dear 
reader. Two Miehle presses are the first objects to which we 
direct our special attention. Just at this moment, we see 
sisters carrying in pages of type from the composing room. 
These pages are now duly blocked up in an iron chase. When 
thus made up, they are called a “form.” This “form” is adjusted 
in the press. A pile of blank sheets lies on the feeding table 
of the press. The sister turns the electric button, and in a 
second the machine is in motion. One by one the blank 
sheets are slipped to the guides, then the sheet passes around 
the cylinder to receive the impression. 

The first press prints one side of the large sheet contain- 
ing sixteen pages. The press delivers these sheets very care- 
fully and stacks them up evenly. After the ink on these is 
sufficiently dry, the reverse side of sixteen pages is printed 
on the second press. To be continued. 
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Benedict XV. 


THE WHOLE WORLD is in mourning, for Benedict XV., 
the “Pope of Peace” is dead. The reign of our late Holy 
Father came in turbulent times, and we may truly say, few 
of his 259 predecessors in the Chair of Peter have done as 
much on behalf of 
suffering humanity 
and for peace. He 
was a benevolent, 
peace-lovingPontiff. 
Today, he is held in 
love and affection 
by three hundred 
millions of Catho- 
lics, and to him is 
paid thewell-deserv- 
ed respect of non- 
Catholics through- 
out the world. 

A saintly Redemp- 
torist artist has im- 
mortalized Bene- 
dict XV. by a strik- 
ing work of art. The painting depicts the Blessed Virgin 
enthroned on a radiant sun and crowned with twelve stars. 
She holds her Divine Child, who, with out-stretched arms, 
invites the whole world to His loving embrace. To the 
right of the picture, an angel, as messenger of peace, carries 
the palm branch of victory, and points to a church below. 
On a scarlet prie-dieu to the left, kneels Pope Benedict 
XV. in his simple white cassock, his hands clasped, his face 
and eyes directed upward to the Mother of God in an attitude 
of intense, but childlike supplication. —The Queen of heaven 
is extending to him the sceptre, with a smile, as if to say: 
“My son, receive the sceptre for a reign of peace.” Near the 
shoulder of the kneeling Pontiff is a dove with the olive 
branch of peace. The central scene beneath the Blessed Vir- 
gin’s throne represents that passage of Isaias: “The wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid: the calf and the lion and sheep shall abide together, 
and a little child shall lead them” (xi. 6.). It symbolizes Pope 
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Benedict’s ardent wish: the warring nations, once.more at peace, 
recognizing Christ as their Leader. On one side, a plowman 
toils contentedly in tilling the soil; opposite is a family group, 
father, mother and child, indicating peaceful home life. Slight- 
ly elevated in the background is a church. To this the angel 
points, for this the Pontiff prays: that the Queen of Heaven 
may obtain peace for the world and the exaltation of the 
Catholic Church. Ah, would that the nations had heeded the 
voice of the Holy Father, then would the peace typified by 
this beautiful painting be fully realized. 

Well did Benedict XV. fulfill the symbolic position given 
him in the picture. At the very outset of his pontificate, he 
put into effect the principles of Holy Church taught by Christ, 
the principles of peace and good will, of love, human brother- 
hood and charity toward all. Publications throughout the 
land have commented at length on his endeavors to bring unity 
between the belligerent nations; all our readers are aware of 
this. Let us just add: when Pope Benedict’s efforts to obtain 
peace were ignored, he spent himself in alleviating the con- 
ditions of the war‘victims. In truth, his compassion for the 
innocent victims of the war was equalled only by his efforts 
in devising practical means to relieve them. In life he sought 
to effect peace; in death, he sacrificed himself to obtain it. 


“Gladly Give Our Life!” 


Who can read of his last conscious act without the tears 
welling up unbidden to his eyes? Msgr. Pizzardo writes: “The 
Pope’s last conscious moment was spent in asking a blessing 
upon world peace. The Holy Father was asked to bless his 
family. He raised his hand feebly in ‘benediction. He was 
then asked to bless his friends; again the trembling hand was 
raised. Finally, the Holy Father was requested to impart his 
blessing to a peaceful world. At these words, Pope Benedict 
XV., as though fired by a supreme spark of supernatural 
energy, actually raised his entire body from his reclining po- 
sition. Leaning against the high pillows at the head of the 
bed, with uplifted face and eyes looking straight ahead as if 
looking beyond the Vatican walls to the boundless world outside, 
he made three large Crosses with an unshaking right hand. 
With a voice almost as ringing as when in full health, he de- 
clared, ‘We, Benedict Fifteenth, gladly give our life for the 
peace of the world.’ Then his force failed him. His whole 
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frame seemed to collapse, and his eyes became veiled. With 
a deep sob tearing at his chest he entered into the final agony, 
shortly falling into a coma which lasted until death!” 

These few sentences sum up the life of Benedict XV. He 
lived for peace; he gave his life to obtain it. His reign was, 
indeed, one of sorrow. Loving peace like his Divine Master, 
he was elevated to the Papacy when the world was plunged 
deep into the greatest of all wars. And his reign of sorrow 
left its impress even upon his features. It has been said that 
ordinarily, the face of Pope Benedict XV. was unforgettably 
sad. As time went on, this impression of unforgettable sadness 
deepened. (When he smiled however, an unusual warmth 
illuminated the pallor of his sharply cut features.) Ah, how 
many things combined to deepen that sadness on the Pontiff’s 
face! He, the father of all the children of the Church, saw 
them armed against each other. As their spiritual father he 
loved them all. He called on them frequently to heed the 
voice ot Christ 4nd love one another, for, as he told them, it 
is through love of God and our neighbor that war would cease. 
He was the one of all mankind who harbored no hatred in 
his heart during these late fearful years. Only sorrow was 
there, sorrow for the sufferings of humanity and grief for the 
sins that had caused these sufferings. 


Lessons from the Life of Pope Benedict XV. 


The daily life of Pope Benedict XV. was one of practical 
sanctity. He incessantly combined labor with prayer. Though 
of a delicate frame, he was a strenuous and steady worker. 
He often emphasized the need of working for the welfare of 
humanity. Seldom he retired before midnight, but five o’clock 
found him up and dressed. The hour from five to six was 
spent in mental prayer. Following the celebration of his 
own Mass at six o'clock, he would assist at another Mass in 
thanksgiving, kneeling humbly as if he were an altar boy. 
There were many days on which Pope Benedict: observed 
silence strictly and would not pronounce a single word aloud 
except at Mass. There were many other days on which he 
abstained from food entirely. Between six and eight in the 
evening, the Holy Father prayed His Office. At/ eight he 
usually resumed consultations and audiences, generally with 
cardinals and bishops. By nine o'clock he retired to his 
private chapel and recited the rosary of the Blessed Virgin. 
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After that he worked at his desk till midnight, often later. 

Weighed down by his overwhelming burden of sorrow, 
doubtless the Holy Father desired, with St. Paul, “to be 
dissolved and to be with Christ.” In his last moments he 
manifested the heroic spirit of sacrifice and perfect resignation. 
Seeing the tear-stained faces of the cardinals kneeling about 
his bed, he remarked: If it please the Lord that I labor fur- 
ther for His Church, I am ready; if it please Him that my 
work should cease, His holy will be done. Short was his last 
illness, surprisingly short, but may we not consider this a 
favor from God who would make brief the final sufferings of 
His beloved son whose life had been a veritable martyrdom. 

We are told that the Holy Father insisted upon receiving 
the last sacraments while fully conscious, and though, at the 
time, his condition was not alarming, he wished thereby 
to give a good example to his flock. Much indeed do many 
of his flock need that example. Thousands defer receiving 
these soothing sacraments until so near death that they forfeit 
much of the strengthening grace they would derive therefrom. 

Thou hast thy throne in heaven now, O Holy Father Bene- 
dict XV! A cup of water to a suffering one of Christ for His 
Name’s sake can purchase eternity; what then must be thy 
reward after a life of grief over man’s injustice, and of toil 
to relieve the unequalled human misery of thy time caused 
by a universal war! 


Joy You Have’Given to Benedict XV. 


Have you not often “stood beside the coffin of a loved one 
and lamented: “Ah, that he were here once more, how much 
more loving I should be!” Now, dear reader, think of the 
“unforgettable” sadness of the face of our dear late Holy Father. 
Ask yourself, “Did I ever cause it to light up with joy?” How 
happy that consciousness would make you now! We-can tell 
you, dear friend, you have brought smiles to that “unforget- 
tably” sad face of our beloved Holy Father; you have brought 
joy to his oppressed heart. How? By your charity towards 
the starving people of Central Europe. 

You will remember that a prelate of Carinthia, overcome 
at the sight of so much love and charity shown by the noble 
readers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” informed the Holy 
Father of their generosity. On the feast of St. Ann, July 26, 
1921, Cardinal Gasparri wrote in the name of the Holy Father: 
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“With intense gratification, the Holy Father has been 
apprised of the great good that you, Reverend Father, assisted 
. by other charitable persons, have accomplished in behalf of 
various religious institutions...To these expressions of grati- 
tude, the Representative of that God who has said, that He 
would consider as done to Himself whatever good we have 
done to our neighbor, the Father of the Christian Family, who 
is always a sharer in the joys and sorrows of its members, 
adds his own word of thanks and his own prayer. His father- 
ly heart is rejoiced at the sight of so many of his beloved 
children saved from misery and starvation by the undying 
fire of Christian charity which you have enkindled in the noble 
hearts of others. Oh, may they continue to hasten to their 
assistance! The Vicar of Jesus Christ thanks you...He invokes 
heaven to bestow upon you and upon each and every bene- 
factor an abundance of richest rewards. 

“As a further sign of His paternal benevolence, the august 
Pontiff from his heart imparts to you, and to the above-men- 
tioned benefactors, his Apostolic Blessing...” 

Again, on the Feast of St. Michael, Sept. 29, 1921, the 
prelate mentioned above visited His Holiness. He had been 
a personal friend of Pope Benedict XV. since His Holiness 
was under-secretary of state during the pontificate of Leo XIII, 
and later when Archbishop of Bologna, this prelate was at dif- 
ferent times his guest. After his audience with his former 
personal friend, now Pope, the prelate wrote: “Today at 12:30 
o’clock, I had an audience with the Holy Father. Much of 
the time, in fact, the greater part of the audience, was taken 
up in speaking of our Father Lukas. When I told His Holi- 
ness of your charitable work, his joy was intense! And when 
I asked the Holy Father to give some exterior token of his be- 
nevolence, he looked about and said: ‘Si, si.’ Upon this I re- 
ceived the beautiful photograph with the dedication written 
in his own hand.” 

The words, written on parchment, beneath the picture of 
the Holy Father read:— 

To our beloved Son, Father Lukas, O S.B. 

As a token of Our benevolence and gratitude, We im- 
part the Apostolic Benediction and the plenitude of Divine 
gifts: who did not hesitate to bring relief to those in so great 
need... Benedict XV., Pope. 
The Vatican, September 29, 1921. 
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The untiring generosity of Catholics of the United States 
in helping the suffering in Europe was a source of constant 
comfort to the sorrowful heart of our lamented Holy Father. 
Every time he heard of their works of love, his heart over- 
flowed with joy and gratitude. You, dear reader, may be 
happy in the thought, that you contributed to lighten the 
sorrows of Pope Benedict XV., now at rest. 





PIUS XI. 


Cardinal Ratti, Archbishop of Milan, was elected Pope Feb- 
ruary 6th, on the seventh ballot. He assumed the name of 
Pius XI. Born in Milan in the year 1857, he is now in his 
65th year, and was one of the youngest cardinals. His firm- 
ness of character and decided will are features that make him 
particularly renowned. He is our 261st Pontiff. 


R. Oremus pro Pontifice Papa nostro Pio. 

Vv. Dominus conservet eum et vivificet eum, et beatum 
faciat eum in terra, et non tradat eum in animam inimicor- 
um @jus. ; 

R. Let us pray for our Holy Father Pius. 

V. The Lord preserve him and give him life, and make 


him blessed upon the earth, and deliver him not up to the 
will of his enemies. 





Sister Rosemary’s Letter. 





To my kind Friends, 
The welcome my new-made friends have given me 


has been a real encouragement. | thank everyone who promised to 
help me. Now we are in the month of St. Joseph. Among all the 
saints, this quiet, foster-father of Jesus is my favorite. I take refuge 
to good St. Joseph in all my troubles. And I have entrusted to him 
the success of my present work. I am quite sure many of our readers 
will do their best to secure new subscriptions this month in honor of 
St. Joseph. In fact, he is helping me already. 

One morning I went into the packing room and found the little sister 
all excitement. ‘‘Why I haven’t got time to do anything but get rolls,’’ 
she said. The sight proved the truth of her words, for there lay about 
fifty-six rolls, some big ones, too. In these were packed pictures of 
the Holy Christ of Limpias, small and large, given as premiums for 
new subscriptions to ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ 
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‘*Make a good intention, sister,’’ | answered consolingly. ‘‘You 
know, every picture means that the sufferings of our Lord will be 
honored in some home. Perhaps some sinner may feel drawn to re- 
pentance by looking on that agonizing Face. Some pious souls will shed 
tears of compassion for our dear suffering Jesus, and to give Him that 
sympathy, all our work must seem sweet to us.’’ The little sister 
bustled around getting ‘‘more rolls,’’ but 1 stood and smiled delightedly. 
I must confess, I didn’t have ‘‘much contrition’’ for the little overrushed 
sister with her rolls. You know why! Every roll meant one, two or 
more new subscribers; it meant that people will not only see this 
beautiful picture of Jesus suffering, but that a great many will receive 
our magazine. After reading its first issue they will agree with our 
dear friend who wrote: ‘‘No book so enlightens the mind and guides 
one to live a good life for the love and glory of God as does ‘Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory.’ ’’ 

Have you seen that wonderful picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias? 
No! Then you must get it at once. It costs nothing.* A Msgr. wrote: 
‘*That picture preaches a wonderful sermon of love and mercy.’’ A 
religious received one framed from a friend, and she couldn’t rest until 
she had procured another for the community. Even the man who is taking 
the part of ‘‘Christus’’ in a certain Passion Play wrote that he must 
have it by all means. He wished it for meditation. Could you get a 
better recommendation for a picture? Lent is just beginning. Every 
home should have this picture of our suffering Savior. No Crucifix 
could possibly be more expressive than this Image of the Agonizing 
Holy Christ of Limpias. 

I ask St. Joseph to grant all your petitions during his own month, 
my kind friends. And I also whisper to this good father: Don’t forget 
that the cause of new subscriptions has been placed in your hands by, 

Your confiding, 
Sister Rosemary. 


* Remember our great premium offer: Large picture of the Holy 
Christ of Limpias for one new subscription; a still larger picture of 
this Miraculous Crucifix for two new subscriptions. 
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Untold Need in Benedictine Monasteries. 





The month of March commemorates the anniversary 
of the death of our holy Father St. Benedict. His feast is 
celebrated on the 21st. For nearly two years we have hes- 
itated to make our readers acquainted with the untold need 
and distress of the old and venerable Benedictine monas- 
teries and convents of Germany, but especially of Austria. 
However, after having sent substantial help to numerous 
other Orders and Congregations, to religious with children 
under their charge and to the Carmelites, we finally 
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make an appeal for the Benedictines. And, indeed, it 
is high time to remember and help the Benedictine cloisters 
‘of Germany and Austria, otherwise, we may be too late. 
Many a monastery and convent is on the verge of tempo- 
ral ruin.. It would be unpardonable for us not to come to 
their aid! It would almost sadden our dear holy Father St. 
Benedict in heaven; for every Benedictine monastery and 
convent with a good spirit and interior piety, is a great and 
- priceless ornament to Holy Church, an abode of great sanc- 
tity and a firm stronghold for many of the faithful against 
the deception and’ snares of the present distressing times. 


Before us lies a letter from a prelate of Austria. It 
would melt a heart of stone! The writer says :— 


‘‘Abbot Severin Kalcher, of the Benedictine Abbey, St. 
Lambert, begged me for help. In time of peace—f tell 
you the honest truth, dear Father Lukas,—the Abbey of 
St. Lambert was considered as one of the best situated. 
It had no debts. St. Lambert’s has about fifty priests; it 
has charge of twenty parishes and one private college. St. 
Lambert’s also possesses the most renowned place of 
pilgrimage in Austria, the shrine of ‘Maria Zell.’ Pre- 
vious to the war, these pastors could exist from the income 
of their respective parishes and the help they received 
from the monastery. Then came the awful war! It was 
hard; but they managed. However, by the dictates of 
peace, only a little, totally impoverished Austria remains. 
After Russia, Catholic Austria is the poorest country in 


’ the world. 


‘‘As I mentioned above, the Abbot of St. Lambert’s 
could aid the pastors of his community before the war, and 
‘Maria Zell’ could support itself; but it is altogether dif- 
ferent today. Without help they cannot continue. The 
secular priests received a raise in salary, though it is still 
nothing less than a starvation fee. Their income, accord- 
ing tothe present value of money, actually amounts to $2.00 
a month! Those parishes under the fathers of the Benedic- 
tine Abbey, received nothing whatever from the govern- 
ment. The yearly income of such a parish amounts to 
about $1.00! Now, the Abbey, itself totally impoverished, 
should provide for those pastors ! 

‘‘Dear Father Lukas, on this, the poor Benedictine 








Saint Benedict 





Consoling 


Promises 





The Benediétine Order will la&t till the end of the world. 


At the end of time, the Order will render great services to 
the Church, and through it many will be strengthened in 
their faith. ; 

Whoever perseveres in the Order will be saved. 

All who are well-disposed toward the Order will obtain a 
happy hour of death. 
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Fathers cannot live. The fault lies in the depreciation of 
Austrian money. Hence, it’s no wonder if all the Fathers 
at the monastery and the religious pastors are completely 
discouraged. 


‘‘Poor Abbot Severin simply cannot help himself. He 
is an excellent abbot, an ornament to the Benedictine 
Order. The income of the monastery does not suffice to 
procure the bdre necessaries of life. Dear Father Lukas, 
time and again during the past years I have heard these sad 
stories. Believe me, this makes even the strongest heart 
falter. O dear Father Lukas, son of St. Benedict, do not 
forsake us! Were you in our circumstances, we, too, would 
do everything, everything for you. When France expelled © 
the religious, we received them with open arms. When 
the mad Bolschewiki ruled in Hungary, we offered refuge 
to the brethren, despite our own extreme need. Now it is 
our turn, we poor, poor Austrians. The good God knows 
it! You, dear Father Lukas, are a son of St. Benedict. 
Oh, give me help for the monastery of St. Lambert! But 
above all, I entréat you for ‘Maria Zell.’ 


“ ‘Maria Zell’ is the most famous shrine of our poor 
Austria. Thousands and thousands of pilgrims visit there 
every year. What ‘Maria Einsiedeln’ is for Switzerland, 
‘Altoetting’ for Bavaria, ‘Lourdes’ for France, ‘Czenstochau’ 
for Poland, ‘Loretto’ for Italy, that ‘Maria Zell’ is for Austria. 
It is an honor for the Order of St. Benedict to be the 
guardians of this celebrated sanctuary. — O sons of St. 
Benedict, O lovers of the holy Order of St. Benedict, 
wherever you may be upon earth, help to guard this 
sanctuary! 


‘‘Lately I visited Abbot Severin. He told me that 
the income of ‘Maria Zell’ for the entire year scarcely 
suffices to provide a meagre existence for the Fathers at the 
shrine for one month! ‘And I can contribute simply noth- 
ing,’ he said. ‘We in the motherhouse are deprived of the 
bare necessities of life. My pastors suffer, suffer greatly! 
If no help comes, the Benedictine Order must give up 
Austria’s sanctuary. Then, what will become of this shrine! 
O Benedictines of America, all you friends of the Bene- 
dictine Order, all you clients of the Heavenly Queen, help 
us preserve this sanctuary for our Order! 
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‘‘Forgive me, Reverend Father, but while I write, tears 
course down my cheeks. I can’t help it! I must write to 
you to relieve my heart. Dear Father, please publish this 
appeal for St. Lambert’s and for ‘Maria Zell’ in ‘Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory.’ Beg the kind, generous Catholics 
of America to help! Their noble hearts will save ‘Maria 
Zell.’”” — Who can resist such an appeal? 


In conclusion, the prelate writes :— ‘‘I ask not for my- 
self and my monastery, although we, too, are in untold 
need. For instance, since 1915 I have not had the means 
to buy even one habit for my religious. In January I 
wished to invest some novices, but hadn’t as much as a 
yard of material. This is how I managed: I have two poor 
habits, so I gave the better one to the first novice. He 
was invested with it, and after the ceremony of his receiv- 
ing the habit, he withdrew and gave the habit to the sec- 
ond novice, so he could come to the altar for investment. 


‘‘Dear Father Lukas, I have sixty religious under my 
care, and should provide for them, support and clothe 
them. Our monastery is badly in need of repairs. We 
could not make any during the war, and hoped things 
would get better, but alas! our roof is totally ruined. Our 
buildings are in danger of collapse. I would gladly resign, 
but my dear religious say: ‘Father, if you give up, then 
we, too, must give up.’”’ 


Such is the condition of Catholic Austria. The ven- 
erable Benedictine cloisters which have stood as houses 
of prayer and charity for many centuries, even for a 
thousand years, are now threatened with destruction. 
Oh, let us come to their aid for the honor of the holy 
Father St. Benedict. Mass stipends, too, are a great help, 
at least toward procuring the necessaries of life. 
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A Visitation Nun: ‘‘Permit me to add to the words of praise which Iam sure 
you must frequently receive. The work you are doing is excellent and only God knows 
the many souls that are thus reached by a literature adapted to all classes and in a 
style and edition of which Catholics may be justly proud.”’ 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 
The necessity of prayer; its excellence and sublimity; its effects. 
A priest: ““This is certainly a wonderful book; please congrat- 
ulate the author. Every Catholic should read it.” 10 cents 
each; $8.00 per 100 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
The wonderful Gift of God, the Holy Eucharist. How to keep 
the Guard of Honor any time, at any place. Reflections and 
prayers for the Holy Hour. An attractive booklet. 5 cents 
each; $4.00 per 100 3 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Reflections and prayers in honor of our suffering Savior. As the 
title implies, it will assist you to follow our agonizing Redeemer 
throughout the stages of His Passion. 5 cts. each; $4.00 per 100 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
Excellence of this devotion. How to offer the Precious Blood 
to prevent mortal sins and to obtain alleviation for the suffering 
souls in purgatory. 2 for 5 cents; $2.00 per 100 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate the dolors of His Mother. 
Reflections and prayers. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 


Go to Joseph 
St. Joseph’s position in the plan of Redemption; his dignity, 
sanctity, power and glory. His feasts. 10 cts. each; $8.00 per 100 


Devotions to St. Joseph 
A 32-page booklet containing a variety of prayers and devotions 
in honor of this glorious saint. 5 cents each; $4.00 per 100 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
History of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 
Spain, since March, 1919. Marvels witnessed by bishops, priests, 
physicians and pilgrims. 10 cents each; $8.00 per 100 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
20 cts. each; 6 for $1.00; 15 cts. each in quantities of 25 or more. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 


It is impossible to find a more soul-thrilling description of our 
Redeemer’s Passion than the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 
This favored religious was a martyr to suffering. She bore the 
Wounds of our Savior in her own body. In visions, she beheld the 
whole wonderful life and death of Jesus Christ and His Virgin Mother. 
In this book the intensity of our Lord’s sufferings and the compassion 
of His Blessed Mother are placed before our eyes with a clearness 
that overwhelms the soul with emotion. Few hearts can be so hard- 
ened as not to be deeply moved on reading this remarkable work. 
The book also contains a sketch of the life of the favored servant 
of God. 

Tastefully bound in cloth, gold title. Price, $2.00 


Father Paul of Moll 


An edifying book recounting the life and miracles of a saintly 
Flemish Benedictine who died in the year 1896. You will read with 
wonder and edification his quaint sayings and remarkable letters. 
Father Paul has been called the Wonderworker of the 19th century, 
sO numerous were the miracles performed during his life; nor have 
they ceased with his death. 

A lay-brother writes: ‘“The more I read this most interesting 
work, the more I am delighted with its contents. The book will be 
very acceptable and command a great sale.” 


Tastefully bound in blue cloth with gold stamping. Five phototone illustra- 
tions with portrait of the servant of God as frontispiece. 350 pages. Price $2.00 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A complete prayer-book for children from six to twelve years: Contains 
Mass, Confession and Communion devotions, and Visits. 


A religious teacher: ‘““There are few suitable prayer-books for 
children. The language is not simple enough. ‘Jesus in the Hearts 
of Little Children’ is just what little ones need. I do not think it 
would be possible to make more simple or beautiful the loving 
affections in these prayers.” 

Durable paper cover; color, dark blue. Price 20 cts. each; wholesale, 15 cts. 

Leatherette cover; colors: red, white or black. 25 cts. each; wholesale, 20 cts. 


Benediétine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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